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Bisexuality
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Gender
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Residence
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Same-sex 
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Same-sex 
couples: 
Gender
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Race/ethnicity

12%
26%

88%
74%

1990 2015

Race/ethnicity Among Individuals
in Same-sex Couples, by year

1990 Decenniel Census, 2015 American Community Survey

non-White White, non-Hisp



Same-sex 
couples: 
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couples: 
Region
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Same-sex 
couples: 
Children
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Same-sex 
couples: 

Adoption
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Zeitgeist



Academic 
activism

 Methodological flaws

 Review deficiencies
 “Critical” commentaries from 

a co-PI and project consultant

 Unprecedented speed of 
review

 2 of 3 peer reviewers were 
paid consultants to the 
project



DeBoer v. 
Snyder: 
Social science 
on trial

First marriage trial since 
California’s Prop 8

Expert testimony from 
social scientists on both 
sides focused largely on 
same-sex parenting 
research

Significant testimony on 
the topic of “no 
difference” regarding kids 
raised by same-sex v. 
different-sex couples



Political v. 
Scholarly 

Framing of 
Research



Simplify literature to assessment of difference
 The ‘no differences’ paradigm suggests that children from 

same-sex families display no notable disadvantages when 
compared to children from other family forms. 

Design methods to enhance difference
 My analytical interest is in maximizing the sample size of 

Groups 2 and 3 (respondents with a parent who reported a 
same-sex sexual relationship). 

Provocation in findings
 Respondents who indicated their parent had a SS sexual 

relationship were more likely to have been sexually 
abused

Regnerus
perspective



Emphasize explanation for difference
 Studies of family structure and children’s outcomes nearly 

universally find at least a modest advantage for children 
raised by their married biological parents. The question that 
has bedeviled researchers, and that remains essentially 
unresolved, is why.

Emphasize importance of causality
 Five years with the same family structure at the same 

address is long enough to imply that the child’s primary 
school career through Grade 4, and most of the child’s 
primary school career through Grade 8, are likely to have 
been undertaken within the family structure reported to the 
census in 2000.

Rosenfeld 
perspective



Political 
discourse

Can/should motivate scholarship but is ill-
suited as a theoretical or methodological 
framework

Reviewing research with obvious political 
implications

Become familiar with political discourse 
associated with the issue

Be wary of analyses that rely too heavily on 
political rather than scholarly frameworks



The ruling
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SCOTUS



The reason


